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plants—is critical to maintaining environ-
mental quality. ‘‘It strongly suggests that
we could have more productive forests and
grasslands if, for example, forests weren’t
cut and replanted with just one species,’’
Tilman said.

One of the reasons why diversity is impor-
tant, Tilman said, is because different plants
have particular niches in the ecosystem.
They capture nutrients at different times of
the growing season, they have different
kinds of root systems, and they bloom and
mature at different stages.

In turn, that produces a true community of
plants that is productive, efficient and able
to withstand extreme weather and other nat-
ural stresses, Tilman said. Two years ago he
showed, in a different experiment at Cedar
Creek, that species-rich grasslands were able
to recover more rapidly from drought than
species-poor plots.

On a regional and even global scale,
Tilman said, ecosystems must be diverse if
we expect them to continue filtering water,
producing food, decomposing waste, enrich-
ing soil and purifying air.

‘‘If we simplify nature by destroying habi-
tat or by subdividing land into little frag-
ments, we lose these species. We lost what
they’re best at doing in the ecosystem, and
it shows through a loss of productivity,’’ he
said.

Samual McNaughton, an ecology professor
at Syracuse University, said Tilman’s work
is particularly significant. ‘‘Many authori-
tative people say the Earth is now going
through this ‘extinction spasm’ because of
man’s activities,’’ he said, and people are
asking what is going to happen to the func-
tioning of the biosphere.

‘‘One of the important question is: ‘Do spe-
cies matter?’ ’’ McNaughton said. ‘‘Tilman’s
work shows that the number of species does
matter. And if the way ecosystems function
is tied to biodiversity, we need to know it.’’
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
salute America’s Jewish war veterans as they
celebrate their 100th anniversary. As one of
our Nation’s oldest and most active veterans
organizations, the Jewish War Veterans have
served our country with honor and distinction.
We certainly owe them our praise and ac-
knowledgment for their bravery and patriotism
as they gather to celebrate this most signifi-
cant event.

I have always admired our Jewish veterans
for fearlessly guarding the interests of our
great Nation and defending democratic prin-
ciples worldwide. Thousands of Jewish-Amer-
ican service men and women have risked their
lives for the sake of freedom and stability in
foreign lands. Not only have they fought
bravely, but they have also tended to the sick,
hopeless, and disabled in hospitals and clin-
ics. Their leadership has been instrumental in
guiding our country in times of strife. Ameri-
ca’s Jewish veterans have certainly done
much to improve the lives of people every-
where and will continue to do so in times
ahead.

I urge all my colleagues to join me in salut-
ing this important group as they celebrate their
100th anniversary. I wish them continued

peace, good health, and success in all of their
future endeavors.
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I want to com-
mend Dr. Michael DeBakey of Houston for his
induction into the Health Care Hall of Fame on
March 10, 1996. I am proud to represent Dr.
DeBakey, who is director of the DeBakey
Heart Center at Methodist Hospital in Houston
and chancellor emeritus of the Baylor College
of Medicine, also in Houston.

Dr. DeBakey first emerged as a medical leg-
end in 1964 when he performed the first suc-
cessful coronary bypass surgery. However,
this distinguished achievement is just one of
the many remarkable achievements during Dr.
DeBakey’s career.

Through six decades of research, Dr.
DeBakey has fought the most indiscriminate of
killers: heart disease. He has operated on pa-
tients from international statesmen to indigent
people for whom he donated his services. The
doctor’s patients have traveled from more than
80 countries to be healed by his expertise. All
told, his talent has mended more than 80,000
human hearts.

Dr. DeBakey is a perfectionist for whom a
17- to 18-hour day is typical. The doctor’s
medical expertise as well as these extremely
long days have led to more than 40 pres-
tigious medical awards.

Dr. DeBakey’s career truly has been medi-
cal history in the making. Back in 1932, while
still in Tulane Medical School, he developed
the roller pump, an instrument that became
the pumping system for the open-heart sur-
gery used around the world. Following serv-
ices as a surgical consultant to the U.S. Army
Surgeon General during World War II, he re-
turned to Tulane as an assistant professor of
surgery.

In 1948, he was selected chairman of the
newly formed department of surgery at Baylor.
When Dr. DeBakey first arrived, Baylor did not
have an affiliated hospital so he suggested
that Harris County’s public hospital, Jefferson
Davis Hospital, serve as Baylor’s teaching
hospital. It was at Jefferson Davis Hospital
that Dr. DeBakey performed the first abdomi-
nal aortic aneurysm replacement in the United
States and the first heart valve replacement in
Houston. In 1952, Dr. DeBakey again made
history by developing the first Dacron artificial
grafts that would later serve as replacements
for diseased arteries. One year later, he per-
formed the first successful endarterectomy; a
procedure in which the lesion is peeled away
from an artery wall. This treatment helped re-
duce a major cause of strokes.

Before long, Houston was home to the
world’s largest cardiovascular center in terms
of heart surgeries performed.

Dr. DeBakey has played a role in nearly
every aspect of health care. He has been an
adviser to almost every President and was in-
fluential in some of the most important mile-
stones of health policy. He was instrumental in
establishing the National Library of Medicine,
mobile army surgical hospitals [MASH], and

the Department of Veterans Affairs hospital
system.

The Greater Houston area is proud of Dr.
DeBakey’s accomplishments and grateful for
all that he has contributed to our community.
That gratitude is shared by millions of people
around the world who have benefited either
personally from his medical care or from prod-
ucts and knowledge derived from his medical
research. Dr. Michael DeBakey has improved
all of our lives.
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Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the 1996 grand marshal of the
New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Wil-
liam J. Flynn, chairman of the board of Mutual
of America Life Insurance Co.

The New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade
is the oldest and largest parade in the history
of New York. This year, the parade will be led
by Grand Marshal William J. Flynn, a remark-
able business leader and philanthropist who
has excelled in all of his undertakings.

Mr. Flynn is a leader in this church, the
business community and the peace movement
in Northern Ireland. He has served as a sig-
nificant architect of the peace process in
Northern Ireland, and is steadfast in his com-
mitment to a just and lasting peace in all of
Ireland.

Mr. Speaker, William Flynn is also an active
leader and participant in numerous church,
charitable, political, and social organizations.
Mr. Flynn answers to the title of husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, chairman, president, Knight
of Malta and now grand marshal. But perhaps
the most fitting and worthy title for William J.
Flynn is that of peacemaker.

Scripture tells us that ‘‘Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons
of God.’’ William J. Flynn is truly a peace-
maker.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize the
achievements of William J. Flynn, and I ask
my colleagues to join me in honoring him as
we prepare to celebrate the feast of Saint Pat-
rick, the patron saint of Ireland.
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Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pro-
test the new majority’s plans for education.
The appropriations legislation put forth before
the House last week would make the largest
cut in education in our history. My home State
of California stands to lose almost $400 mil-
lion. Programs that serve the neediest children
were not even spared. A large share of the cut
in funding for California—$122.3 million—is a
reduction in education for disadvantaged chil-
dren. Both the safe and drug-free schools and
bilingual education programs are cut by 60
percent.
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